122               WORK AND WORSHIP

Indian symbolism has exhausted things thought
and is  seeking escape from scholasticism by
having  direct recourse to the inner life in the
peace of Santiniketan.    Heretofore the spirit
of renaissance has expressed itself in Europe
through  individuality,   through the  birth of
compelling genius; in Japan through dynastic
eras which enunciated new attitudes ; in India
through religious revival.    In past times there
was very little inter-communication between
these expressions of art.    Today there is not
only   inter-communication   but  interference.
The Bengal school has arisen out of revolt
against the imposition of South Kensington on
Calcutta.   The westernisation of Japanese art
is as much a protective anti-toxic measure
against   the   threat   half   a   century ago of-
national obscuration as the adoption of such
civilised talismans as bowler hats and knives
and forks.   Asia too is exerting her influence
on  Europe  in .English literature and French
music.   The spirit of renaissance is afoot, but
it lacks direction and afflatus.    Its inspiration
came of old from levels higher than its attain-
ment   It has risen to those levels, and is
bewildered because the waterfall has not the